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j MB44-1987 BUB H 

1 w** 1 ** "■ ll«t«d to J. *. BOUT, 2597 Tutwiler, 
t Mespbls, Tennessee. 

On 3/4/71 Lt. B. B. ARKIN, Intelligence 
Division, Mespbls PD, advised that BUNT was srras ted 
for violation of the Mespbls City Curfev Las during 
P® £* ot * ebich ensued after the sssasination of 
® r * MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. The Mespbls Office 

^5*iiS , MS£ c * tl “ e tb * r,1,tlOMhlp 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
January 18, 1977 


RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


On December 14, 1976, a source who has 
furnished Insufficient Information to establish his 
reliability, advised that Dr. Gus Prosch, who often 
introduced himself as John Willard, Frank Liberlio, 
who source learned owned an unnamed truck stop on 
Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans, Louisiana, and whom 
Prosch described as the head of the Greek Mafia in 
New Orleans, Reverend (first name unknown) Shutlleworth, 
personally known to the source in 1968 as very active in 
Tights matters, Dr. Ralph Abernathy, and a 
\**rst name unknown) Gault met a number of times i in the 
Birmingham, Alabama, area in 1968. Following one of the 
meetings. Dr. Prosch informed the source that Dr. Abernathy 
and Reverend Shuttleworth had bought a contract f 
$265,000 to have Martin Luther King, Jr. killed. 

„ a*,. ° n November 29, 1970, the Jefferson Ccunty 

Sheriff s Office, Birmingham, Alabama, received a report 
that a trailer loaded with guns was bogged down at 
Parkwood Trailer Park, Parkwood Community, in Jefferson 
County near Bessemer, Alabama. This trailer, wh 
ownership was subsequently traced to Prosch, was 
to contain a huge quantity of shoulder and hand : 
ammunition of various caliber, hand grenades, dy; 
sawed off shotguns, a 60 mm mortar, black powder 
bottles containing gas, bayonets, food stuff, c 
equipment, medical supplies, and other unnamed ^ 

Some of the weapons in this cache were traced to 
a Birmingham physician whose practice was limitei 
treating overweight persons. Dr. Prosch, a whit 
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JAMBS XARL MAY; 

MARTIN LUTHBR KING. JR. - 
VICTIM 9 


1930 * *t Birmingham, Alabama, then 
\5?*f** 0< * ** BG40 Pa den Place, Jefferson County. 

Alabama, and maintained an office at 2154 Highland 
Avenue South, Birmingham. f ,na 

_ ®n April 6, 1968, John McFerren. SoaeiTlll* 

Tennessee, furnished the following inXrmitiSS: ' 

*° D t 5° * fternoon ot April 4, 1968, Mclerren 
traveled -from Somerville, Tennessee, to Memphis, Tennessee 

wa If P Bupp ^ es * or Mis grocery store. While in * 

wrrtrtnn* *° tbo P lace *here he normally bought bis 

Market* 814°LStt*Jj d W J 8 P ° 8Sibly the h L k l Produce 
aarxet, 814 Scott Street. According to McFerren this 

” 8 °f er * t f d * • heavy set ih? 1 ' 

E£te2 y .; f tE ert ° ‘itractio:. 

*5 th i? co *P*ny he walked up to the door of the 
*5**5* * M noticed that the heavy set nan mas slttln* 
at hln desk with his back to the door and t.lkin S^.i, 

!!i e 55??f* th " c J e "? n * t * ted he beard this heavy iaet nan 
You wili l *et*your"js,000?" e MCmy *** “• ■ l ° b * >M * 

r ... spotted that he vent hack to the 

JS! ♦£? rt i on 07 this office and shortly thereafter hear 

man J»* e Phone was answered by a whitS 

man, thin in build, who had a scar on his right <>heek 

2 '^ Uld u not hear what this ““ saidwhen lie 

P J on ®» but * fter answering the phone, he 

set «n s^ -^n.i eaVy 8et “5 n * McFerren heard the he. 

git yl2r £L i«f°£ e ° Ut h f re# 00 to Kew Orleans am 
• * your moneys You know my brother*** 

prior to ASir?T n ,SS?° r i ed that *PP roxi H#tely a week 
Lrket t at P |hLh%J 968 iK 1,e v Wa8 ,l ^LUL Produce 

h ti “® the heav y *«t man, the man with 
thessar, and approximately three other white males were 
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JAMES EARL SAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR # . 
VICTIM 


i^? roup t#lkin E» Be hnrd the bniry «et ain tty 
atthis time, "they ought to shoot the S.O.B." luedletely 
tti * abatement, the heavy set no i talked 

Zla r J° m * td do * ou think about King 

ona tala mess? McFerren reported that be told the heavy 
•et man that he tended to bis own business* 

.*»« Trmnk CaslUa Liber to, 

oho resided at 3271 Powers Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

2?2 2I 8 +? B Sl oyed ** preBidont of L L It L Produce Company, 
S14 Scott Street, Memphis, furnished the follow: ng P 7 
information: “ 


be8t of his knowledge, he was nt his 
5lI?L I *? BtneBB ? n April 4, 1068. Liberto emphatically 
?2? in f * n y w kno »ledge of the identity of i;he person 
responsible for the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
^♦k^ 1 *** 1B68. He emphatically denied ever discussing 

h^md^i*?^ the possibiiity of shooting King, although ^ 
be h *d ® ade the usual derogatory remarks • 
about King s actions in Memphis, Tennessee, and also 

8b ? ut th f f * ct king was partly resionsible 
foi the curfew imposed on the city of Memphis resulting 
of revenue by his business establishment in the 
Memphis area. He acknowledged he may have made statements 

2J h l£ ff * ct ,J l " t King should be killed, although he 
5vf* r f c «ll a Q y apecific statements made by him to 
this effect. He stated that due to the curfew, he 

approximately $40,000 in loss sales at the produce 

€OBpiiky t 

Liberto stated he frequently made trips to 
mew Orleans, Louisiana, to purchase produce, a nd also 
because members of his family resided in the Hew Orleans 
of his c °-*o**kers, employees, and customers 
at the produce company, knew of his travels to New Orleans. 
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*E: JAMES KARL KAY; 

^ —MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. - 
VICTIM 


Liber to specifically denied making or 
•ny telephone ealls on April 4, 1968, wherein t 
conversation regarding Dr. Martin Luther King, < 
the shooting of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Be 
out that sost of his business transactions are i 
through use of the telephone and that these eon 
frequently result in talking about large suss o: 
8® stated that he would have no reason for becoi 
involved in any action directed at Dr. Martin Li 

He * tated frequently taunted vari< 
individuals regarding racial aatters and say hai 
disparaging renarks to sone of his customers ini 
King, but did not consider this uncommon «■»"» i 
co-workers at his place of business. 
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Liberto advised that the following i 
bis family reside in New Orleans, Louisiana: 

1 - Emily Liberto, mother, 2219 Alt< 
Street ; 


members of 


ister 


2 - Tony Liberto, brother, residing tro houses 
down from his mother, specific adcress not 

8 “ Xf “?® nt _ Liberto » brother, who worked for the 
Viking Truck Company, New Orleans; 


^ " Salvadore Liberto, brother, who i 
a truck driver for West Brothers 
Orleans. 

flowing description of Liberto 
obtained through observation and Interview: 


srked as 
Ln New 
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JAMES EARL BAT; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. - 
VICTIM 


face 

Bex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Bair 




White 

Bale 

January 7, 1917 
Memphis ,Tenness< 
6 * 10 - 11 ” 

285 pounds 
Grayish blue 
Brown 


1 *■ 



.. .. April 4 * 1968 » Reverend Ralph David 

iJf r ?lJ hy, 4 690 J L * Verne Drive » Northwest, Atlanta, Georgia 

XnneM»I VieW H d #* t *f emphis Police Department , Memphis! 
Tennessee, and furnished the following information: 

. . Reverend Abernathy described himself sis Vice 

President at large and Treasurer of the Southern Christian 

Kine er Jr i ^R C r?^o re ? Ce * 6tated he Was Dr. Martin Luther 

® closest associate and that he and Drf King 

always shared a room whenever they traveled together. 


At about 10:30 a.m. on April 3, 1968, 1 

m»« r *!? thy «* nd Dr * Kine registered at the Lorraim 
Memphis, Tennessee. On April 4, 1968, he and Dr, 
oid not leave the motel and spent most of the da' 
room, number 306, which was located on the seconi 
or the motel. Reverend Abernathy and Dr. King hi 
•way from. their room for approximately one hour < 
when they returned to the room at 5:30 p.m. The! 

J hey " ere *° ing to dinn *r *t the home of 
Billy Kyle and at almost exactly 6:00 p.m., start 

Z°° m \ *® verend Abernathy stopped for i 
wa lk®d out onto the balcony Just out 

1 J5 e i r ,T? >m * 8over end Abernathy stated he 
what sounded like a firecracker and heard the sci 
persons to whom Dr. King had been talking. Revex 
Abernathy went to the balcony and observed Dr. KJ 
there wounded in the right side of the face and z 
instructed someone to call an ambulance and accoo 
»r. King in the ambulance to the hospital where I 

4X00 • 
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JAMBS BARL RAY; 

■ ' MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR. - 
- VICTIM 

1 Reverend Abernathy reported that eh lie he sad 

\® r# trer * in the eotel room. Dr, Xlag did not, to 

hie knowledge, receive any telephone calls of a threatening 
nature or calls iron persons who would not identify then- 
selves. He said Dr. King had not feared that any particular 
persons night barn bin and Reverend Abernathy was unable 

‘ - - information 

Her* 


to suggest any suspects or to provide any other 
which night assist in Identifying Dr. King's ki 



* °“ JP r11 ll » 1®«8, Miss Anna Christina Kelly. 
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis. 
Tennessee, furnished the following Information fron 
records maintained by the Rebel Motor Hotel: 

a™. •a OB / p r il 3 » 1968 * Eric ’*• Galt » 2608 Highland 
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34 and 

departed on April 4, 1968, He stated on his registration 
card that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabima license 
plate 1-38993. Miss Kelly stated that she could not 
remember Brie 8. Galt. 

SAii+h w « Apr i 1 1968 * UrB * Bessie Brewer, 422$ 

South Bain Street, Apartment 2, Memphis, Tennessee, 
furnished the following infomation: 

_ _ She ** 8 the manager of the boarding house at 

foil ®2 U i h Mal 2 8treot » Memphis. On Thursday, i ipril 4, 

knrckJr™*?!! S i°° mn i ? :3 ° p,B ** * Mbits male individual 
knocked on the door of her apartment which also served 

as the office, and he inquired about renting a i*oom. She 
subsequently rented him Apartment 5-B, which rented for 

E a * d in ■ dvance * The individual identified 
himself as John Willard and paid her with a $20 

from his right front pants pocket and also gave 

coin * 8he Scribed John Willard as a - 

190 Joun<te° ar “ ° f ***’ * iX feCt ’ weighing approximately 


bill he took 
her fifty 
white nale. 
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( RE: JAMES KARL RAY : 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. - 
TICTIM 




On April 5, 1968 v Charlie Quitman Stephens. 
Moos 6— B, 422$ South Main Street, Memphis , Tennessee, 
furnished the following inforaation: 

In the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, Me and 
his wife were in their root at 422$ South Main Street, 
Memphis. * He heard what be is certain was a shot, and 
was certain that the shot he heard case from the bathrooa 
located a few feet from where he was sitting. Ha had no 
way of knowing, but estimated it was some time between 
5:00 and 6:00 p.a. Upon hearing this shot, he walked 
out of the bathroom, through his living-bedroom, and 
opened the door leading to the hallway and obserred a 
man running west down this hallway, and this nan was 
carrying a large bundle of some kind. The man continui 
to run to the end of the hallway, turned left and 
apparently thereafter ran down the stairway onto the 
street, although he could not actually see the man goli 
down the stairway. It immediately occurred to Mr. 
Stephens that this was the same man he had obserred eai 
in the afternoon, possibly around aid afternoon, standi 
at. the door to Room 5-B, which was located lamed Lately 
west of Mr. Stephens' living-bedroom. Be stated that 
around aid afternoon he had seen the man with Mr*. Brei 
standing in the hallway at the entrance to Room ;&-B 
looking into the room. He assumed that this was soae i 
fuest looking for a room. He later heard someone 
in Room 5-B and assumed that the Ban he observed with 
Mrs. Brewer had rented the room next door. He r»calle< 
that on several different occasions he heard footsteps 
In this room and also heard a person leaving the (room 
and walking past his, Mr. Stephens; room, and entering 
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JAMES KARL KAY; 

MARTIN 1 LUTHER KING. JR. - 
VICTIM 


batllroo “ at th ® « nd °* the h*n. fie «» mre 

ramlin^d ? l J K W0,lt J ro “ r ° OB 5 “ B to the hatlroom 

time^ 4 th bathrooa *or a considerable period of 

April 84 1 1968* photOKrftphs of Jimm v*«i 

rlcoIlJS *? J 955 » 1960 * nd 196 6 and of the bedspread 

chSrtfl ^,.?Liff , £5 i “v on * pril *• 1968 • we ■»<>»” to 

foJft 11 ? Stephens. Stephens said the 1955 and 

J 96 J ?S 0t ?fc2 phs Ray were not familiar to him. but 
that the 1966 profile photograph of Ray appearing In 

d «r d ai r J 2 I 4 I d ?J od April 19 » 1968 » *“ d Identification 
f« 4 i 82 V dat f d « A £ ril 20 * 1968 * looked like the nan he 
?® T J n Apartment 5-B on April 4, 1968, talking to Mrs. 

JfJlJ _ H ® “id he had never seen the bedstead 

or any similar bedspread at the boarding house or 
anywhere else. 



furn1ah . ^L 1 F1 ? ley ’ 1468 K yl«» Memphis , Tennessee, 

furnished the following Information on April 5, 1958: 

• „ At approximately 5:20 p.m. on Anril 4. 1968 
a«i»e nd *♦ acquaintance of his drove to the Canlpe * 
aJ«S«I! e 2 t nS OBpany * 424 South ** in Street, Memphis. 

like • .hSt P# S: F f“ ley heard a noi * e that souided 

a « b ot. Shortly thereafter and certainly witliin 

nea^the f^Jl? 8 * * Bi J u i? or mo > h ® beard a second noise 
®® ar the front door of the Canipe Store. He and others 

immediately looked to the front door where they svi a 

itSre PaC wi ge i° r b w ndl ® l yin S immediately in front of the 
?h! tS l8 ° ® bserved ■ * an walking rapidly sou ;h on 

the sidewalk on the east side of Main Street, and Lt was 

?hI i «lfJir that 4 th i S wae the person "h® had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of the store. Minutes later Mr 

rSS. h 22 the ,,a Sf eech " of tiri. and iSkSS S i»S - «iw 
S« r? ite ®? U8tang q>eeding north on Main Street past 

ii front He . ex Pl al 2® d that there was a car parked 

Is front of the store and he did not get a full vimr of 

tS: r ^SJ C i 1 5 ,d ,ped ?r* y > but ho li\Z portion 

JJ no » a ® well as the trunk, and there is no * 

“ in his mind that this was a white car and there '**■**• 
was no question in bis mind that the car was a while Mustang. 




JAKES KARL KAY; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 
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*•£!*!?* dld not •••ociate the rapine ^ 
w f th * he ** n Who had dropped the box or 

css an -a s£ 

lnto Si2S :s 


c22» d * that h ® • CCOB >P*nied Mr. Berne 11 Finley ti 
hTlbl^ed Ll J,it y . r re l00 i ln « *or . parking 

sr&SiiSr’jigg 

s& n v?™ 5 °* 

tti 8 .ST ltlVe *5* the observed 

la. tbs viciS^ ygr^S.*" Md " r - Wnl «* « 
DeD*rt.on+ I f# A £ r11 ' 1968 * records of Jefferson Ci 

Alibui liceLS'JutS'l^iMM^r'i™*^? rOVea 

*608 Highland Avenue* 8^,,!“ tUTx^ol 

•ubeequent^ dEJJJ^tft.VSS. !!5 d Mu « t ^ 
Thi^autonobil* bj?| lSe^A^bJ^ncenie^HI ! 
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